Training course in polar ecology and research of polar wetlands

Summary

The subject of the initiative has been a training course of polar ecology and research of polar wetlands in Svalbard. The initiative advanced the field of research of the predefined project ‘Conservation, research and sustainable use of wetlands in the Czech Republic’. 

The goal of the initiative was to exchange information and share know-how among partners of the predefined project ‘Conservation, research and sustainable use of wetlands in the Czech Republic’ and Centre of Polar Ecology and Norwegian Polar Institute. That had been in the field of research and conservation of various types of polar wetlands - including their plant and animal communities - in extreme climate conditions, in appropriate research methodology, and in the further utilisation of research results. The participants also benefit through research on climate change and its impact on wetland ecosystems in the polar region. 

The partner organisation, the Norwegian Polar Institute (NPI), is focused on all kinds of research on Svalbard. NPI cooperates closely with the Centre of Polar Ecology of University of South Bohemia (CPE-USB) that has its own base on Svalbard and who has been the second partner of the initiative. The Centre of Polar Ecology (CPE-USB) has been responsible for the logistics and the organisation of the arrangement of the training course, and also led a set of theoretical lectures and provided accommodation for participants at its base in Svalbard during the course.  
The training course started by the set of theoretical lectures over the weekend of 18-19 June 2016 at the Centre of Polar Ecology (CPE-USB) in the University of South Bohemia. The participants there obtained specific knowledge on polar ecology, learnt of the logistical arrangements and organisation of the practical training course, and the health and safety principles of work in a polar environment during their stay in Svalbard. The practical training course hold during 16-28 July 2016 in Svalbard and included field trips, research of polar wetlands, and theoretical lectures that supplemented the practical course.  

The participants of the training course were representatives of institutions that contribute to the implementation of the predefined project - Ministry of Environment and its partners - Nature Conservation Agency, Crop Research Institute, Czech Society of Ornithology, Beleco, ENKI and three guarantors of wetlands of international importance (Krkonoše peatlands, Šumava peatlands and Upper Jizera River) which have similar ecological conditions as those of Svalbard. All participants were experts on wetlands and will use their newly-obtained knowledge in their future work. 

Outputs of the initiative have been 10 trained experts, articles on polar wetlands and their research, a seminar on training course and Svalbard, and strengthened bilateral cooperation between the Czech Republic and Norwegian Kingdom in the field of wetlands conservation and research.   
